27"x 42" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Falls County - 2/10/75 - E bank of Brazos at site of falls,
5 mi SW of Marlin along FM 712.

FALLS OF THE BRAZOS RIVER

WHEN ANGLO-AMERICANS BEGAN TO SETTLE IN TEXAS, THE
FALLS OF THE BRAZOS WERE LOCATED 2 MILES SOUTHWEST
OF HERE. AT THAT TIME, THE WATER FELL ABOUT 10 FEET
OVER A ROCKY LEDGE. THE FALLS SERVED THE INDIANS AND
EARLY SETTLERS AS A TRAIL LANDMARK, MEETING POINT, AND
CAMPSITE. IN 1834 COLONIZER STERLING C. ROBERTSON (1785~
1842) ESTABLISHED THE TOWN OF SARAHVILLE DE VIESCA AT
THE FALL LINE ON THE WEST BANK OF THE BRAZOS, BUT IT
WAS ABANDONED IN 1836 BECAUSE OF INDIAN HOSTILITIES.
LATER RENAMED FT. MILAM, THE SETTLEMENT LASTED ONLY
A FEW MORE YEARS. IT WAS FOLLOWED BY THE TOWN OF
BUCKSNORT, BEGUN IN THE 1840s ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE
RIVER. THE FALLS ALSO FORMED A NATURAL FORDING PLACE
FOR FRONTIER TRAVEL; THE ROCKY STREAM BED WAS THE
ONLY HARD-BOTTOM CROSSING OF THE BRAZOS WITHIN 200
MILES OF THE COAST. THE RAPIDS MARKED THE LIMIT OF
THE RIVER'S 19TH CENTURY STEAMBOAT TRAFFIC AS WELL.

ORGANIZED IN 1850, FALLS COUNTY WAS NAMED FOR THIS
DISTINCTIVE LANDMARK. MARLIN BECAME THE COUNTY SEAT
IN 1851, AND BUCKSNORT SOON DISAPPEARED. THE BRAZOS RIVER
CHANGED COURSE IN 1866, MOVING THE FALL LINE TO THE
PRESENT SITE AND LOWERING THE RAPIDS TO ABOUT 2 FEET.
TODAY A COUNTY PARK IS LOCATED ALONG BOTH SIDES OF
THE RIVER AT THE FALLS. (1975)

WM



NAME OF MARKER Falls of the Brazos River

TOWN Marlin , COUNTY Falls
DATE 8-29-74

4245

On this date the Texas H1storical Foundation received a
donation for a Design E, 27" x 42", with Post )

We ask to be advised by your Committee if the history is

sufficient, the location satisfactory, and all other re-
quirements set forth by the State have been met.

TO: TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY COMMITTEE

FROM: TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

Gertrude N. Amador

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Category:

Truett Latimer: nglkﬁk%rv‘g:z—ﬂ

Please as

armelee:

e site of the present falls or
e of the falls of the 183039 (2) On What hlghway will the marker be

installed? (3) Witi—<thre—faetis—be—rirsthie—trom uuc’maIKCL, wirerr—TmstaTiesd?

(4) Please furnish a description of what is at the falls today; give land ownersh:
and scenic descripww NRE—

With the additional information sent us on October 1, we should be able to
write a well documented marker (provided we supplement the file with some
fruther information on hand here).




PEE FALLS OF THE BRAZOS RIVER

Compiled and Composed hy 4 5
¥arv 1. Price

the Drazos River is located five niles souvthwest

o Marlin and si:z miles cast of Lottt in the County of Falls, _7The

Qﬁﬁagﬁikj given its name for the falls of the Brazos Rive;)égégééglu’-

nenea v early adventurers, prospectors and settlers

Ay~ 4

“e li. Morrell, a Daptist Preacher L came to Texas in 1835
for nhis health, said "the water fell about ten perpendicular ¥eet,
and the water below abounded in fish,.®

7 Cerman geologist who visited Texas in 1345, also

falls. "Alter the heaot of the dev we covered ihe re

-

D

maining six miles to the falls of the Brazos, The road led us
T

diagonally across the half-rotted tree trunks strewn ahout in +he
wildest disorder. The so called falls are really only rapids and
are caused v lavers of bluish grey narlslate, belong to the cre-
taceous formation, three to four feet high, dlying diagonallv across
the river, The river was considerably broader here than
downstream, but so shallow at this time of the year that we could
ford it without danger."

The rive%ﬂg%‘1833 was located two miles southwest from the
present site of %he falls. The river not only changed its course
to the present 186€ route, but the falls itself dropped from 10
feet in 1835 to 2 feet to 3 feet high today. 1IN the days of the
Steamboat the falls was the head of navigation, and an early town
located there was called Bucksnort,

The falls area was allurinqhig’iﬁfﬂladians. ég;xe:msse 176 Qmayl

Ey === sites of Indian camps or villageaA These sett£3h£?Z§‘
cover&&i_a perioc of onc hundred vears. The Iidians chose the

ot thz Brazos River because of the natural geogravnical and

ciivsical characteristics., It furnished them with fish and clans

?ﬁ;i ftor food and also provided them with well-defined trails, The
M
é'.h

(}y’ indizns of Teras were great travelers. The Falls County Indians
zougnt with the Awaches in +he southwest, the Comariches of the
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northwest, the Caranc¢awas of the coastal area and thé Texas Indians
of the east, When they were not fighting they were trading with
them, When the white people began to settle in Central Texas there
was a great Indian trail beginning at the old falls of the Brazos,
skirting the Blue Ridge District, and winding its way to the Span-
ish settleme: ts in East Te:xas. ther tribes known to be in the

were the Tonkawas, Tehuacanas and luacas,

Thomas Jefferson Chambers was granted 5-leagues of land and \
the description of one of his leagues states "Beginning at a stake
on the kast bank of the Brazos River aivout 200 vards below the
th of Gleanson's Crees which runs into the Brazos River below

u
the great falls of the sane on the East hank of the said river

o /2 mile below the bluff of the said river on the opposite 4{»
re in former times the Teluacana Ind@an village,® TheAﬂu
#”nycipality of Viesca is due.west from this tract of land and the-ﬁﬂmvvfdk"

settlementcof Bucksnort is part oi its.,

The falig/Foes carryv some sicnificance in our Texvas historv,
it the time of Dr. James Long's expedition in Texas in 1812 there
was a trading house at the falls, established by David Long (Dr.
Long's nrother) and Captain Johnson, '
also, the fdllﬁAhas always been noted for its geographical

distinctiong It was an early famous rendezvous for adventurers,

prospectors, settlers, fisherman, families and friends., "lWe'll
meet at the falls of the Brazos----~" were familiar agreements, in-

cr nessages throughout Texas and elsewhere, The

structiomns,
Reverend 4, ii, Morrell in traveling to Texas said he was "pressed
nard b a jFormer engagement in which by agreement we were to meet
ex-Conaressman David Crockett from Gibson County, Tennessee, on
Cixristnas Day at tue ¥alls of the Brazos and have a bear hunt.®

s in the area were at the fallg,;+o&~£a7

David Long's trading Post in 18185 Saranville de Viesca, west of
g s 5

The earliest settleneni

s
. A=l . - - g . . -
s from 1834-1535, beind renamed W Fort Milam in 1833-1852J

e Q
The settlemnent of Bucksrnort east of the Brazos from 1837A1852,
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Also)Torrey A;ao a

~
(t

neh store at the Falls in the 12fprs.  Sanm
Houston wrote to hLesSrs. Torraw/ and Brotihiers oOn December %3,
1543, infoxruing themAat the falls of the [razos there were many
: RAMaING

Indians who had come down ‘to trade, Dr&qﬁnﬂ cuantities of pelts
arnd some of them even specie. Tiouston pomn+ed out that it was an
excellent oppoxrtunity to estanlish a good rrade, such as powder,
lepc, =nd blankets, apd agdvised tihem tO esuabllsn themselves at
the falls temporarily until they could erect a trading house at a
location mOXe convenient to the trade.

yany stories came from the area of the well known falls. one
erperience Wwas wrritten by the Rev. 7, W. Morrell.

on Mav 1, 1837, tne commander of the fort at rort Milam told
iy, Morrell tnhe ampunitiion was ahout exhausted, and monev too, and
wnowing that the srezcher had some fyom the sale of his propertv in
fannessz, asked Lim to go in saarch of powder and lead at his own
e-rsense. Realizing 511 nersons in tae fort had "all things in -
corrmon" and nad either to -oin hand§ farm, ficht and live together,
or £all back, leavind rhe lower settlements at the mercy of tne
‘prrell started on his trip for supoplies., iHe left
willineg to match Wits again with savages, risx

that his little log cabhin,would e hurned €0

familv wiped out. He A sonthward to Houston

warmon, having only currency of paper from the

F the United svates. This money was considered worthless in
Fouston and 37 June 1, 1837, be was in Wew Orleans, hoping to es-
change it for NOXe negotiavle money. For fourteen days he walked

ro negotizte for supplies. rinally hte succeeded
ney at ahout gixtyv cents on the dollar and

supplies.

turned to fOuston with coodg he had acquired and, U |
founad leotters relling him that indians and Mexicans

2bout the nidale oi June had overpowered the Fort at the Fells and had

xilled a rander, Coryell, nli the farilies had been forced to flee
for their lives. The preacher's family’ was wgafely" at Nashville
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forty-five miles down the river but nearly everything in the way

of provisions and household furniture had fallen into the enemy's

hands, “Trulv, it seemed that all my misfortunes were coming upon

‘me at once," he wrote., "God be praised, mv wife and children lived,

w

The best crop I ever made was all Jost, our household furniture and
farming zoecls all captured.”

On January 2¢, 1850, the State Legislature passed an Act’
creating Falls County, In Section I of said Act itﬁggéted the new
county should he called ralls County, Znd Section II of Act
Said pt-he old municipal town of Viesca at the falls of the Brazos
shall be the County seait of said county until otherwise provided by
law! 7he records of Milam and Falls County were burned, bhHut pre-—
sumably the neople living on the east side of the river considered
the Rct creating ralls County including prohlems in their relation
and in the end wnetitioned for an election in

wnich »neople might choose for t}ﬁmselveﬁﬁhghe location of +the county

sioners Court minutes of February 24, 1851, si.ow
}zzlin to ba the County seat of "alls Countv,

he fzllsg is the oldast known landmark in Falls Countv znd it
o 2

vnhtv its name. The falls still carried memories of the

sattles to setvtla our land, the land of opportunity,

the l;_-r.r_':ﬁso nany people wamk cane, foudht,and died for,
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Marlin, Texas

October 1, 197K  TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Texag State Historical Survey Committee

P. O, Box 12276, Cepltol Station 4 2 4 5
Austin, Texas 78711
RE: PFalls of The Brazos River
Design E, 27"xb2"%, w/post

Attention: Mr. Bob Watson

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of September 3rd requesting more
Information, we submit the following:

1. The marker will be located at the site

of the present falls,

2, The marker will be installed at the Park

site on the east side of the falls on FM #712,

3. The falls will be visible from the marker

when 1t 1s installed,

L, The falls today is low, flat cleared land,

A campsite is located on the east side and a

park 1s in the process and under construction for
both sideg of the falls, With the water control

at Lake Whitney the falls is not ag deep as it

has been 1n prior years, in fact the small falls

1s approximately 2 feet in height and is accessible
to both sides by a road lying diagonally across the
river., The County owns the property located on both
gldes of the falls, With the beautiful trees
preserved on the east side and the natural sandy
beach on the west side and the proper landscaping
this should be one of the prettiest park sites in
the 8tate, Fishing in this area is one of the
ecreatest past times as 1t 1is abundaent with channel
cat and yellow cat,

If you have any other questions please let me knew and I will
be glad to answer them for you,

Sincerely yours,

Falls County Historicel Committee

Byﬁw%g/ A el

Mary H. Price (Mrs.)



APPLICATION FORM FOR OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
(Revised 1974)

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION % 2 4 5

P. 0. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711

FALLS A ugust 21, 1974 D
County Date ~ :
L FALLS OF THE BRAZOS RIVER e
Title of marker J 7
2 East bank of the Brazos Rlver at Park site
) Name of building, cemetery, public square, park, etc.,, where marker is to be placed. /
5 miles southwest of Marlin ,
3. o,
Marker site (street address or highway number) s
N Marlin

City or nearest city. If marker is to be placed on a highway or in a small community, you must briefly explain_how to get there
from nearest town shown on a Texas Highway Department road map. For example, “Marker will be in Bastrop Beach, which is 6
miles southeast of Angleton on FM 523."

et the slte

Distance (miles, yards, feet) and direction (north, south, east, west) of subject from marker site. For example, “Subject is Y2 mile
southwest of marker site.”

Falls County

6.
Owner of marker site Address City
7. A Fallg County Higtorical Committee
s Address City
202 Live Osk 8t, Marlin 76661
. Address City
“I have reviewed the narrative ## this marker and attest to its accuracy.”

) George B, Wilson Jr, 201 Live Oak St, Marlin 76661
Person to whom marker is to shipped Street Address City )
Note: If marker is to be placed on a highway right-of-way, it will automatically be shipped to your district highway engineer.

10. Pogt

Surface to which marker will be attached (i.e., wood, brick, stucco over stone) if not on post.

ORDER FORM

Please consult the marker catalog for specifications of the markers, paperweights, and signs available. Check the
items desired below. Then mail this application and narrative history, together with a check made payable to the
Texas Historical Foundation, to the address above. No applications will be accepted unless payment is included.

HISTORICAL MARKERS

X 27" x 42" subject marker with post . ... .. $475 [J 16" x 12" building marker with post ... ... $150
0 27" x 42" subject marker without post ... ... ... .. $435 [J 16" x 12" building marker without post ... . . $125
{0 18" x 28" subject marker with post . ... . ... ~.$250 [3J 16" x 12" building plaque only . ... . . $75
{J 18" x 28" subject marker without post ... . .. $220 [ 14” medallion only (for replacement purposes) ... ... - $50
[ 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) . $125

MARKER REPLICA PAPERWEIGHT
This item should be ordered at the same time marker is ordered. Indicate quantity desired. Allow six months from
completion of marker for receipt of paperweight,
[J 3” x 4” plastic paperweight with replica of marker inside $ 50

SCOTCHLITE HIGHWAY DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Please indicate quantity desired. 18" x 22" Historicai Route sign (in black-and-white only) __ $ 50
24" x 24" Histor.ical MarkeYs In City sign o $°50 7 with arrow pointing straight ahead
O black-and-white (for farm-to-market roads, state and U.S. high- . .
ways) J with arrow pointing left
[0 green-and-white (for interstate highways) [J with arrow pointing right




Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

Before we order casting of the enclosed marker inscription,
we would like for you to please review and verify the
history set forth in the text, as approved by the State
Marker Committee.

Will you please signify your approval of the inscription
as submitted by signing and returning the enclosed card at
your earliest convenience. You may retain the marker copy
for your files.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

By:



TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

BOX (2248 + CAPITOL STATION * AUSTR, TEXAE 787E < PHONE GRI-G288

December 30, 1974

4245

E5, Desipn E, 27" z 42, with Post

Falls of the Bragzos River

Marlin, TX
.Palle Loanty

P bir foutbonlh

Eodsed s es spplivelionfos Design B, 277 x 42", with Post,
¥alls &6 the Brazeos River, for the City of Harlin, Falls
County.

Certrude ¥, Amador
Sacretary

GXAls
Enelosure
SHIP T0: Hr. Geoxrge B. Wilson, Jr.

201 Live Qak Street
Mazrlia, IX 76661



Texas Historical Commission Staff (CW), 12/3/74
27" x 42" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Falls County (Order #4245)

Location : E bank of Brazos at site of falls, 5 mi. SW of Marlin along

FALLS OF THE BRAZOS RIVER* FM 712

WHEN ANGLO-AMERICANS BEGAN TO SETTLE IN TEXAS, THE

FALLS OF THE BRAZOS WERE LOCATED 2 MILES SOUTHWES 2 4 5

OF HEREAT THAT TIME, THE WATER FELL ABOUT 10 FEET

OVER A ROCKY LEDGE,THE FALLS SERVED THE INDIANS AND

EARLY SETTLERS AS A TRAIL LANDMARK, MEETING POINT, AND

CAMPSITEIN 1834 COLONIZER STERLING C.ROBERTSON (1785~
1842) ESTABLISHED THE TOWN OF SARAHVILLE DE VIESCA AT
THE FALL LINE ON THE WEST BANK OF THE BRAZOS, BUT IT
WAS ABANDONED IN 1836 BECAUSE OF INDIAN HOSTILITIESe
LATER RENAMED FT., MILAM, THE SETTLEMENT LASTED ONLY
A FEW MORE YEARSGIT WAS FOLLOWED BY THE TOWN OF
BUCKSNORT, BEGUN IN THE 1840s ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE

RIVERg THE FALLS ALSO FORMED A NATURAL FORDING PLACE

FILE COPY-DO NOT REMOVE

FOR FRONTIER TRAVEL;THE ROCKY STREAM BED WAS THE

ONLY HARD-BOTTOM CROSSING OF THE BRAZOS WITHIN 200

MILES OF THE COAST¢THE RAPIDS MARKED THE LIMIT OF

THE RIVER'S 19TH CENTURY STEAMBOAT TRAFFIC AS WELLg

ORGANIZED IN 1850, FALLS COUNTY WAS NAMED FOR THIS

DISTINCTIVE LANDMARKeMARLIN BECAME THE COUNTY SEAT

IN 1851, AND BUCKSNORT SOON DISAPPEARED,THE BRAZOS RIVER

CHANGED COURSE IN 1866, MOVING THE FALL LINE TO THE

PRESENT SITE AND LOWERING THE RAPIDS TO ABOUT 2 FEET,

TODAY A COUNTY PARK IS LOCATED ALONG BOTH SIDES OF

THE RIVER AT THE FALLSg**

*3/4 inch lettering
*%1/2 inch lettering

APPROVED
Truett Latimer

‘141‘ (1975 pratex

*¥%1/4 inch lettering 12-30-74



K DEDICATION DATE (if known)

RKER NAME Falls of the Brazos River JOB%

TOWN Marlin COUNTY i&tggagfgﬁuw/ DATE_8-29-74
L

Design E, 27" x 42", with Post $475.00

MARKER SIZE PRICE

George Wilson, Jr. & Virginia Stem
SIGNER OF CHECK

PROCEDURE FOR MARKER APPLICATION

INITIAL DATE

l. Application checked and dated
gna 8-29-74

2. Check deposited
gna 10-2-7

R
ot -30 - 3.  Folder checked and approved
o FT'JD;ZZq}
_By G-2-1/

0 4 % | 4. Additional information sent for
i 1..) n .r‘

N | 5. Letter of approval sent, permanent record and
& %’ DSA recording, labeling, listed & filed in current
; ’ marker work
1\
6. Checkout to inscription writer
Cw |/ -26-74

/%/ 7. Sent for State Marker Committee approval
gl |2-41-7)

=¢) ' 8. Inscription submitted for County approval
Q}Qpﬁ>

9. Highway permission secured (if necessary)

10. Order sent to Southwell

&ﬂﬁdﬁqz2<jv—7w
/EPéf?__Q; -4 11. Rubbing checked

jiy) @y'é 12. Stencil cut
3 PN

Ny w7 | 13. Recorded for Marker Guide
| >/n/ \l (\ £
‘ 'p// 14. News release sent, w/copy to TSHSC President
\S%jV/¥,\ 0o (Recorded Landmark Certificate sent, if necessar:
7a
W -+ |15, Notice of shipment sent
kJ%Q 8 o
L/ 7\ N
Co) , | 18- Extraneous material deleted, folder given to p
:>k§ 6’\«R&’ architectural historian |
. ./ S\ \

17. Folder placed in completed marker file ‘4g;_—
&




Falls

I approve of the inscription for Falls of the Brazos

River

as sent to me ___ December 16, 197k ) .




